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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 31 , 44 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Borella et al. (U.S. Patent 6,269,099), newly recited reference. 

The claimed invention reads on Borella et al. as follows: 
Regarding claim 31, Borella et al. discloses a data communications connection method 
(fig. 5) for the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) (col. 6 lines 61 -col. 7 lines 66) 
comprising the steps of: prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to initiate 
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a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection, an initiating party computer system (14) 
sending a connection request message to a receiving party computer system (22) (col. 
6 lines 62 through col. 7 line 12); receiving the connection request message at the 
receiving party computer system (22) (col. 7 lines 18-23); transmitting the SYN 
handshake packet to initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection from the 
initiating party computer (14) to the receiving party computer (22)(col. 6 lines 62 through 
col. 7 line 12); opening (i.e. to start communicating), upon receipt of the connection 
request message and the handshake packet, a TCP connection at the receiving party 
computer system for the initiating party computer system (col. 7 lines 18-34); and 
communicating between the initiating (14) and receiving party computer systems (22) 
using TCP communication packets (col. 7 lines 32-34). 

Regarding claims 44 and 50, Borella et al. discloses a communication connection 
system (fig. 1) adapted to communicate under the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) 
(col. 6 lines 61 -col. 7 lines 34), comprising: an initiating device (14) adapted to send a 
connection request message prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to 
initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection and the subsequent transmission of 
the SYN handshake packet for the TCP/IP connection (col. 6 lines 62 through col. 7 line 
12); and a receiving device (22) adapted to receive the connection request message 
and subsequent SYN handshake packet (col. 7 lines 18-28), open (i.e. to start 
communicating) the TCP connection at the receiving device for the initiating device 
(col. 7 lines 18-34), upon receipt of the connection request message and the 
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subsequent SYN handshake packet, and communicate with the initiating device using 
TCP communication packets (col. 7 lines 32-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 31-35,44-47,50-53 and 56-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Pettey et al. (PGPUB-No: 2003/0014544) in view of Borella et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,269,099), newly recited reference. 

Regarding claims 31 ,33, 56 and 58, Pettey discloses a data communications 
connection method (abstract) for the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) (abstract, 
P:0058 and P:0068-P:0069) comprising the steps of: prior to the establishment of a 
TCP/IP connection an initiating (client/server) (party computer system) sending a 
connection request message to a destination client/server (receiving party computer 
system) ( paragraphs 0058). Pettey et al. differs from claim 31 of the present invention 
in that it does not disclose prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to 
initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection, an initiating party computer system 
sending a connection request message to a receiving party computer system; receiving 
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the connection request message at the receiving party computer system; transmitting 
the SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection from 
the initiating party computer to the receiving party computer; opening, upon receipt of 
the connection request message and the handshake packet, a TCP connection at the 
receiving party computer system for the initiating party computer system; and 
communicating between the initiating and receiving party computer systems using TCP 
communication packets. Borella et al. teaches a data communications connection 
method (fig. 5) for the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) (col. 6 lines 61-col. 7 lines 
66) comprising the steps of: prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to 
initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection, an initiating party computer system 
(14) sending a connection request message to a receiving party computer system (22) 
(col. 6 lines 62 through col. 7 line 12); receiving the connection request message at the 
receiving party computer system (22) (col. 7 lines 18-23); transmitting the SYN 
handshake packet to initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection from the 
initiating party computer (14) to the receiving party computer (22)(col. 6 lines 62 through 
col. 7 line 12); opening (i.e. to start communicating), upon receipt of the connection 
request message and the handshake packet, a TCP connection at the receiving party 
computer system for the initiating party computer system (col. 7 lines 18-34); and 
communicating between the initiating (14) and receiving party computer systems (22) 
using TCP communication packets (col. 7 lines 32-34). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Pettey with prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way 
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handshake for a TCP/IP connection, an initiating party computer system sending a 
connection request message to a receiving party computer system; receiving the 
connection request message at the receiving party computer system; transmitting the 
SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection from the 
initiating party computer to the receiving party computer; opening, upon receipt of the 
connection request message and the handshake packet, a TCP connection at the 
receiving party computer system for the initiating party computer system; and 
communicating between the initiating and receiving party computer systems using TCP 
communication packets in order for the client/server to offload TCP/IP related 
processing with the peer network destination/server across the internet for acceleration 
TCP/IP connection between clients, as taught by Borella et al.. 



Regarding claim 32, Pettey further teaches a data communications connection 
method according to claim 31 , wherein the connection request message includes data 
on the connection requested (paragraphs 69, 107, see figure 3 and 8). 

Regarding claim 34, Pettey further teaches a data communications connection 
method according to claim 31, further comprising: evaluating the connection request 
message at the receiving party computer system prior to opening a TCP connection 
(paragraphs 121,123, see figures 12 and 13). 
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Regarding claim 35, Pettey further teaches a data communications connection 
method according to claim 34, wherein evaluating the connection request message 
includes authenticating data within the connection request message (paragraph 107, 
123, see figure 12). 

Regarding claim 44,45,50,51,57,60 and 61, Pettey discloses a communication 
connection system to communicate under Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) (fig. 1, 
abstract, P:0058 and P:0068-P:0069) comprising the steps of: prior to the 
establishment of a TCP/IP connection an initiating (client/server) (party computer 
system) sending a connection request message to a destination client/server (receiving 
party computer system) ( paragraphs 0058). Pettey et al. differs from claims 44 and 50 
of the present invention in that it does not disclose prior to the transmission of a SYN 
handshake packet to initiate a 3-way handshake for aTCP/IP connection, an initiating 
party computer system sending a connection request message to a receiving party 
computer system; receiving the connection request message at the receiving party 
computer system; transmitting the SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way 
handshake for a TCP/IP connection from the initiating party computer to the receiving 
party computer; opening, upon receipt of the connection request message and the 
handshake packet, a TCP connection at the receiving party computer system for the 
initiating party computer system; and communicating between the initiating and 
receiving party computer systems using TCP communication packets. Borella et al. 



Application/Control Number: 10/537,933 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2618 

teaches prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way 
handshake for a TCP/IP connection, an initiating party computer system (14) sending a 
connection request message to a receiving party computer system (22) (col. 6 lines 62 
through col. 7 line 12); receiving the connection request message at the receiving party 
computer system (22) (col. 7 lines 18-23); transmitting the SYN handshake packet to 
initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection from the initiating party computer 
(14) to the receiving party computer (22)(col. 6 lines 62 through col. 7 line 12); opening 
(i.e. to start communicating), upon receipt of the connection request message and the 
handshake packet, a TCP connection at the receiving party computer system for the 
initiating party computer system (col. 7 lines 18-34); and communicating between the 
initiating (14) and receiving party computer systems (22) using TCP communication 
packets (col. 7 lines 32-34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Pettey with prior to the 
transmission of a SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way handshake for a TCP/IP 
connection, an initiating party computer system sending a connection request message 
to a receiving party computer system; receiving the connection request message at the 
receiving party computer system; transmitting the SYN handshake packet to initiate a 
3-way handshake for a TCP/IP connection from the initiating party computer to the 
receiving party computer; opening, upon receipt of the connection request message and 
the handshake packet, a TCP connection at the receiving party computer system for the 
initiating party computer system; and communicating between the initiating and 
receiving party computer systems using TCP communication packets in order for the 
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system to allow the client/server to offload TCP/IP related processing with the peer 
network destination/server across the internet for acceleration TCP/IP connection 
between clients, as taught by Borella et al.. 

Regarding claim 46, Pettey further teaches the communication connection 
system of claim 44, wherein the receiving device is further adapted to evaluate the 
connection request message prior to opening the TCP connection at the receiving 
device for the initiating device (paragraphs 121, 123, see figures 12 and 13). 

Regarding claim 47, Pettey further teaches communication system of claim 46, wherein 
evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating data within the 
connection request message (paragraph 107, 123, see figure 12). 

Regarding claim 52, Pettey further teaches communication connection system of 
claim 50, wherein the receiving device is further adapted to evaluate the connection 
request message prior to opening the TCP connection at the receiving device for the 
initiating device (paragraphs 121,123, see figures 12 and 13). 

Regarding claim 53, Pettey further teaches the communication connection 
system of claim 52, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes 
authenticating data within the connection request message (paragraph 107, 123, see 
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figure 12). 
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6. Claims 36,37,48,49,54 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pettey et al. (PGPUB-No: 2003/0014544) in view of Borella et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,269,099) in view Park et al. (U.S. Pub. #2002/0073322). 

Regarding claims 36,37,48,49,54 and 55, the combination of Pettey et al. and 
Borella et al. discloses a method/system as discussed supra in claims 31,34,44,46 50 
and 52 above. Pettey et al. differs from claims 36,37,48,49,54 and 55 in that they do 
not disclose evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating the 
initiating party computer system and negotiating an encryption key during evaluation. 
Park teaches evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating the 
initiating party computer system (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 15, line 1-7, 
paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ) and negotiating an encryption key 
during evaluation (paragraphs 15, 23, see figure 3). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the combination of the combination of Pettey et al. and Borella et al. with evaluating the 
connection request message includes authenticating the initiating party computer 
system and negotiating an encryption key during evaluation in order for the system 
check the client/server to see if they have authority to access the destination server for 
services between clients, as taught by Park et al.. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Battin et al. (U.S. Patent 7,165,1 12) discloses a a data 
communications connection using the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) comprising 
the steps of: prior to the transmission of a SYN handshake packet to initiate a 3-way 
handshake for a TCP/IP connection, an initiating party computer system sending a 
connection request message to a receiving party computer system (fig. 3 and col. 8 
lines 1-28). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Keith T. Ferguson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7865. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Maung Nay can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Keith T. Ferguson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618 

March 26, 2010 



